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7 First of e series e
By Scott. Armstrong '

ol Wnamngwn Poslsmn Writer -
L Durmcr the’ revolutxonaw turmml

fhat pulled down the shah of Tran, i

Prevdmt Carter clung to ths belief

that the shah could be saved, éven :

though the shah. himself had lost
. faith in his own power, a ﬁve-month
l1rwz-':stlgahon by. The V\fas}‘moton

$ Post has found.
. Two months before the snah ﬂed

to ‘exile, when Iran was aflame with *

proteqt,,the presxdents national se-.:

+eurity adviser personally telephoned
the Tranian ruler, trging him to uge’

Shah Had I ?1_@8%1 |

“use of force againdt the domestxc op-' !
_position, although the White House
insists that no.such mebsage was ev-)
er sent. Secretary of State Cyrus R.;
i Vance and his top aides feared such
s message would lead only to conJ;
 siderable bloodshed and possibly civil
: war, “turmoil that could only worsen-
Amerxca ) pos&txon m the future of Ir-
’. . i
The presxdent held to hls hope, \
".even when most of his top foreign
pohcy advisers were urging him 1o
 ease the shah off his throne and be-. ‘
.gin the trangition to whatever _])Oht- ;
ﬂ,,lorces would follow in~power. Ta’
T frial weeks, -the US. ambassador-
m,’zehran ‘once one, of the, shah’s.
srichest supporters;cabled "his ex-'

Hértion” to-Washington. The presi-:
déniifa‘ attitude;. he. seud, was “short-|

and’ did-not understand where-:
tﬂé E'.S ‘interests lie.”’
"’G;:e:month later, in-any. case,: thel!
szr:ihxwas ‘gotie;’; permanently”exiled.:
W’nﬁé‘the "American president was Sur—s
mc:nded by ¢ conflicting - counSe “on|
%théf* the-’peacock’ throns-could be:
“one person, ironically, who knew
Rt certainty ‘that” the . shah’ was
é?fdxied was Mohammed Reza; Pahlavx
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Y (RS ghab,

aravanm e moy A s ARIVUY B FTALILLY T

‘cused of abandoning the: shah prema-
ﬁu-ely In fact, Carter still hoped to pre~|
serve the shah’s power, Jong after in-.

telligence reports and top fore'gn policy

advisers insisted, as 4 matter of realism,”
the United Statas must.assist-the or--
derly  transition to whatever political .
the pea—§

"1‘1

% This much is certiin: The fall of-the '
shah involved a bitier though collegial
. contest among the presxdert's key ad-
VLsers, contendmd for control over for-'
exgn policy and veering back and forth
in their progneses for events, stalemat-,
mv policy with their disagreements. !
3 begmew Brzezinski,” the president’s”
national security adviser, "appears. in-.
-transigent in this account, stoutly re-
sisting the “unthinkable” outcome that’

Jlay anead demanding the toughest pol+:

icy line ard ulmnately prnvaﬂmr' over ,}
others who saw tha future more cl°arly 1
f Vance, preoccup'cd with other-mat-!

ters, arms talks with'the Soviet Union |
‘or the Egyptian-Israeli peace taiks, wa$ |
_ strancrely inattentive to:the alarm: bells:!
.within his own denartment until xt waw

" military force to smot-wr the revo- : "&htipn. s’ a bloodthirsty tyrant,. dm_’_
lutxon i regan}ed gleventh-hour  ‘advice from}
LA few \»eeks Tater, the presxdent &gégfﬁgxgton t0 ‘get; tough - with streeb
“was advised to abandon the shah by, ) -Gemdnstrators’ and" opposxtmn Teaders.
ah _outside forelgn policy expert He was convinced -in his own’ mmd
* whom he called in for counsel. Tell *- .that force could not prevail for long.!
{ ike shah to take a long vacation,| He knew that he was slowly dying Of
the pleqldent was ioid, and begm"’ “cancer and was anxious.to leave Lehind !
preparing for a new government int :  astable nation that his young son could™
Tran. The president said he couldn’s’! ‘

=3 Knd the U.S: intellizence commum“y,‘

0 ,ggﬁggam, Seems: badly out-of-focus’i
v perceiving the-realities- of - ‘p_u.ars
dlscontent . within - an~, ellied ~nation=

{Samein government did see the picture

yule. Finally, confused .by conflicting

do that to an important allied leader |

and wouldn’t. ¢ *-

- Indegd, in that same penod State
Department sources say they worked |
to soften the draft of a message from®
"Carter to the shah, umng again the

P daant

signals - frora - the. United. States and
pressured by European leaders to ab-]
dicate; the shah in his last- month- in
pewer moved— to- accommodate - the
mderate opnosxtxon to live with some’:
disent and rehnqmsh some; of his vast
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m:flran cxearly, but: their, perceptions.:
siraply did: hot get through. o the pres::
ident and his. pohcymakers, ‘especially:
xf=theu- dxsta;te‘ill warmnzs colhdegl_ :

s Stxll, thxs is not just dxplomatlc his-:
“foryzThe events.in Washington'and :
Tehran that presaged the- triurmph:. of*
theImmgn revolution remain with us -




